
LABOR DAY

WORKHORSE PARADES

Interspecies Class
Consciousness & Solidarity

“All the world admires a worker....
The worker, man or horse, is a hero.”



Interspecies Exploitation

Interspecies Solidarity



In the late 19th & early 20th centuries, Animal
Welfare organizations staged Workhorse
Parades to promote Animal Welfare for a city’s
draft animals.

The parades included evaluating the horses’

physical conditions, the companies’ stables,

and the loads they were bearing.

Teamsters whose horses were in good

condition were awarded medals.

Many also included mules & donkeys.







“All the world admires a worker....

The worker, man or horse, is a hero.”

Some Workhorse Parades were held

on Labor Day, in explicit recognition

& celebration of inter-species class

consciousness & solidarity.



“All the world admires a

worker.... The worker,

man or horse, is a hero.”

San Francisco Labor Day Workhorse Parade
Sept 5 1909



San Francisco Labor Day Workhorse Parade
Sept 5 1909

“...it is perhaps the first time in the

history of labor in this country that

admiration for labor has extended

beyond the human beings...”



Tacoma Labor Day Workhorse Parade
Sept 5 1910

It was common for reporters to joke about the parade horses asserting their
importance in the face of the impending era of the automobile & truck.



Tacoma Labor Day Workhorse Parade
Sept 5 1910



1910

Washington women won the
right to vote in November 1910

Tacoma Labor Day Workhorse Parade
Sept 5 1910



Cleveland Labor Day Workhorse Parades
1910 & 1911



Of course, it would be preferable that the

horses, donkeys, & mules didn’t have to pull

wagons on what could have been a day off...



“For the promotion of“For the promotion of
humane treatment of  thehumane treatment of  the
hard working truck horse.”hard working truck horse.”

“For the promotion of
humane treatment of  the
hard working truck horse.”

+ Donkeys & Mules!

Seattle – July 4, 1910
Seattle Workhorse Parade

+ Donkeys & Mules!

However, Workhorse Parades
could lead to material welfare &
rights improvements from
strengthened human-animal
worker solidarity.



Seattle – November 10, 1910
Teamsters strike in defense

of horse colleagues!

The Seattle Transfer Company
teamsters may have struck on
behalf of the horses even without
the Workhorse Parade three
months earlier. 

However, the parade
strengthened pre-existing
relationships between the
Teamsters & the Humane Society. 

And, the parade undoubtedly
swayed public opinion, which
influenced the strike’s outcome.
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