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*Debs is well aware of people “kicking” and

otherwise resisting. This article is a polemic to

incite further resistance.

The main trouble with the
mule is that he does not kick
often enough, and with man
that he does not kick at all.



There is not a crime
known to the catalog that
man has not perpetrated
upon the mule.
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Of all the domestic animals that
serve man it is doubtful if there
is one, not even excepting the
horse, that has been of greater
usefulness than the mule, nor is
there one that has been more
patient and submissive under
the harsh treatment inf licted
upon him in return for his
useful and laborious services.
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That the mule is “mulish,” that is to
say, stubborn and slow-going,
apparently lazy, is eminently to his
credit, and these qualities, properly
understood, show the mule to be
possessed of the highest virtues
which adorn the nature and character
of our four-legged comrade.
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Who would not be stubborn
and lazy who had man for a
master? 

Look at the wage slave, and
if there is any difference
between him and the mule
it is all in the mule’s favor.
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The mule serves man in and out of
season, for but his provender, and
when at last his usefulness is
impaired by age he is cast adrift to
starve on the highway with but the
scars of his master’s lash to show for
man’s humanity to the mule.
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What must be the mule’s ref lections
when he stalks blind and halt
toward his pathetic doom as the
vultures circle lower to end the
tragedy of his life?





What must he think of man when at
twilight he surveys the field of battle
and sees the mingled and mangled
f lesh and blood of man and mule
scattered as far as eye can see?
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Would this dumb, patient brute, had
he the choice by ballot, vote over and
over again to have himself hitched
and harnessed by another brute,
overworked and underfed, exposed to
heat and cold, whipped and lacerated
and finally turned adrift to perish
from neglect in the winter of old age,
or torn to shreds by shrieking shell on
field of horror in the name of
Christian civilization?
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*At the time, “Dumb” was used in the way

that present-day people sometimes call

animals “Voiceless”
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The mule is meek, it must be said,
but meekness with the mule is not
without its limitation, and when
that is reached a kick is registered
that may snuff out the human light.
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The kick of the mule is nature’s means
of defense, and if the mule but used it
freely he would soon inspire man’s
respect and admiration, whereas his
meekness but provokes the malice of
his master.
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*Debs is well aware of people “kicking” and

otherwise resisting. This article is a polemic to

incite further resistance.

The main trouble with the mule is
that he does not kick often enough,
and with man that he does not kick
at all.
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“I have been led to these
ref lections by the masterful
book of Prof. J. Howard Moore
on The Universal Kinship,
which should be read by every
seeker after truth and light”

Debs cites fellow Socialist author-
activist J. Howard Moore for raising
his consciousness on the shared
oppression of humans and animals:

J. Howard MooreJ. Howard Moore



J. Howard Moore saw human and animal
exploitation as intertwined, with
common root causes.

J. Howard Moore saw human and animal
exploitation as intertwined, with
common root causes.

There is, in fact, but one crime in
the universe and all varieties of
impropriety whatsoever are
aspects or phases of this crime.

It is the crime of exploitation –
the suppression of the interests,
lives, or welfares of some beings
for the whim or convenience of
others–the neglect to recognize
the equal or aproximately equal
rights of all to life, consideration,
and happiness–the crime of doing
unto others as you would that
others would not do to you.



J. Howard Moore saw human and animal
exploitation as intertwined, with
common root causes.

J. Howard Moore saw human and animal
exploitation as intertwined, with
common root causes.

I am a vegetarian because I
believe in justice. 

There is injustice in the universe,
because there are beings in it
who monopolize its sweets and
opportunities. 

They want their own pleasures
and also the pleasures of others. 

They suff le upon others their
bitters, and at the same time rob
them of their sweets. 

Others live, not as ends, but as
means and convienences.



This kicking mule was named Ruth.
Leland Stanford, the White Supremacist genocidal
Freemason railroad tycoon / shipping magnate /
Wells Fargo director / Pacific Life founder /
California Senator & Governor / Stanford
University founder commissioned the photos.
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