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I came to the conclusion out there on the Kansas prairies that the animals
were not treated right by human beings. I thought we had not even a right to
kill them for food and came to the University of Chicago to study the matter.
At that time I had never heard of vegetarianism.

― J. Howard Moore

In 1894, Moore started at the University of Chicago with advanced academic
standing. He graduated in April 1896, earning an A.B. degree in zoology. 

While studying there, he became a socialist and served as vice president of the
university's Prohibition Club.  

He also co-founded its Vegetarian Eating Club, serving as president in 1895
and the following year as purveyor. They held an annual turkey-less Thanksgiving
meal. 

Moore was a passionate supporter of women’s suffrage.

After graduating, Moore became an active member and speaker of the
Chicago Vegetarian Society, founded by Carrica Le Favre.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Chicago
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transfer_credit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transfer_credit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A.B.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socialism


In 1906, American socialist and trade unionist Eugene Debs
cited Moore while reflecting on the mule’s abuse by humanity and
the need for the mule and the people to fight back.

Eugene Debs



In 1908, Moore endorsed and spoke on behalf of Eugene Debs
for the Socialist Party candidate for President.



In November 1906, Moore's speech "The Cost of a Skin" sparked
controversy at the American Humane Association's convention.



Some attendees met the speech with silence; some applauded.
Two women walked out before he finished.



In 1910, Moore denounced President Theodore Roosevelt
for his bloodlust and hunting trip to British East Africa [now Kenya],
the Belgian Congo [now the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and
British colonial Sudan.

Moore linked the
president’s toxic
masculinity and
animal slaughter
with imperialism.

The article was
published in
Lucy Mallory’s
newspaper
The World’s
Advance Thought.
Mallory was a
vegetarian,
anti-vivisectionist
spiritualist, &
African-American 
education activist
and teacher.

Roosevelt and his
companions killed or
trapped
approximately 
11,397 animals.



Moore continued publishing Animal Rights essays in
socialist publications alongside Eugene Debs and
others.



Moore killed himself
June 17, 1916
Age 53



Wooded Island,Wooded Island,
                Jackson Park,Jackson Park,
                                ChicagoChicago

Wooded Island,
        Jackson Park,
                Chicago

Where Moore committed suicide

Near his undergraduate university,
the University of Chicago



The long struggle is ended.
I must pass away.

Goodby.

Oh, men are so cold and hard and
half conscious toward their suffering fellows!

Nobody understands.

O my mother! And O my little girl!

What will become of you?

And the poor four footed?

May the long years be merciful!

Take me to my river.
There, where the wild birds sing and

the waters go on and on, alone in my groves forever!

Oh, Tess [his wife], forgive me! Forgive me please!

Moore’s suicide note:



Excerpt from [Moore’s brother-in-law] Clarence Darrow’s eulogy

This man, our
brother, never

purposely killed
a living thing

until he put the
pistol to his

head.
– Clarence Darrow on J. Howard Moore



Excerpt from [Moore’s brother-in-law] Clarence Darrow’s eulogy

John Howard Moore wrote and worked with feverish
haste, and he believed that the blind and heartless world

would listen to his words and mend its ways. 

But humanity went on trading and dickering, lying and
cheating, marrying and dying, and never heard his voice. 

One day he opened his eyes and knew his work was in
vain, and feeling the weight of the universal sorrow on his

soul, he took his life. 

The coroner's jury determined that "he died from his own
hand, while suffering under a temporary fit of insanity." 

I tell you he died from his own hand while suffering under
a temporary fit of sanity 

Poor, dead dreamer!

You are not the first or last mortal to learn the truth.

Other men have awakened from the mad and blissful
dream of saving mankind from itself.

I, too, have dreamed my dreams, had my illusions, and
wakened from my sleep.

Among all who are gathered here there is but one whom
we can felicitate on this event, and that one is our friend

who lies peaceful and all unconscious of the world.

If any word of mine could call back his troubled soul, I
should feel myself guiltier far than I would to cause a

brother's death.



– Henry Stephens Salt, on J. Howard Moore

Howard Moore was one of the truest and tenderest
of our friends, himself prone to despondency and, as

his books show, with a touch of pessimism, yet
never failing in his support and encouragement of

others and of all humanitarian effort. "What on earth
would we Unusuals do, in this lonely dream of life,"
so he wrote in one of his letters, "if it were not for

the sympathy and friendship of the Few?"

Howard Moore died by his own hand (he had good
reason for his action) ; and the timorous attitude

which so many people adopt towards suicide was
shown in the silence on this point which was

maintained in most of the English zoophilist journals
which mentioned his death : one editor hit upon the

sagacious announcement that " he died very
suddenly," which deserves, I think, to be noted as a

consummate instance of how the truth may be
truthfully obscured.

In The Universal Kinship, Howard Moore left to
humanitarians a treasure which it will be their own
fault if they do not value as it deserves. There is a

tendency to forget that it is to modern evolutionary
science that the ethic of humaneness owes its

strongest corroboration. The physical basis of the
humane philosophy rests on the biological fact that

kinship is universal.

English Animal Rights activist/writer, anti-vivisectionist, prison
reformer, socialist, pacifist, and naturalist.
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