CASTLE GATE, Utah MARCH_ 8 1924.
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BACKGROUND

UTAH'S COAL PROPERTIES,

The foremost coal producers in
Utah and the location of th®ir proper-
ties are as follows: .

Utah Fuel company (the largest of
all)=~Two mines at Castle Gate, two
at Bunnyside. one at Winter Quarters
and one at Clear Creek.

The Utah Fuel Company, Utah’s largest coal
company at the time, owned the Castle Gate
coal mines and company town and store.

UTAH FUEL COMPANY'S AFFAIRS TANGLED WITH
LOCAL RAILROAD DIFFICULTIES

The Denver and Rio Grande
Western Railroad, which

hauled the coal, was a major
shareholder.

The railroad exited
bankruptcy in 1923 after
having gone bankrupt in 1918
and seized by the federal

government during

World War 1. Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad
Castle Gate Station, 1929



Uran FreL . TIPPLE AXD SCREEXING PLANT AT CASTLE GATE

The No. 2 Coal Mine extended two
miles into the mountain.

ASK YOUR DEALER

UTAH FUEL 0.

Miners and Shigpers of €

—an ideal do-
mestic fuel —
freeburning, in-
tensely hot, clean
and free from

waste,




CASTLE GATE MINE DISASTER
EXPLOSION

On March 8, 1924, Castle Gate Coal Mine No. 2 exploded three
times.

171 miners and one rescue worker died from the explosion and
aftermath.
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Mules & Horses

During normal operation, mules & horses pulled coal carts most of the
way out of Castle Gate Mine No. 2. A small railroad brought the coal the
rest of the way out.

Most mules & horses never saw daylight again after entering the mine.
There were underground stables.

The mules typically died after 3.5 years, vs. 30 - 50 years when free.



CANARIES

Mines around the world used
canaries as carbon monoxide
detectors.

If levels got too high, the canaries
would become distressed and/or
pass out.

Some mines used rats. Some canaries recovered

after re-surfacing.

Some mines used oxygen
tank devices to resuscitate
their canaries.



CASTLE GATE MINE DISASTER

MULES, HORSES, & MEN
DIED TOGETHER

Some papers reported on the mules and horses killed in the disaster.

One paper framed the horses’ deaths in terms of their monetary
value and the cost to train them.

Horsese Are Victims.*

"Aside from ihe greag logs of hu-

_da ue suffersd In the explosian
in mine number “tno of tha- ttah
Fuel company, there is another loxs
| kmawly feit by mmm,"md em-
pluvess=.

That was the tnu of 19 trained

: borses. - of an aggregate valuation

| sald to be close 1o §8, fee.

[ These animals "worked regular
shifts and according to an official
| were tra‘ned at a cost of about $76

“eéarh . Aany of -the horses ' ond
their Arivers pale dled aice by side,

d

These animals "worked. regular
shifts and according to an official
were trained at a cost of about §7§

éarh . Many of -the haorses.'ond
their Arivers rale. died ajca by side,
i 1 fhP tes =d 2 :

The same article noted that the “horses
and their drivers...died side by side.”

It was ptated that in all
probability bodies of scme of the
;drivers would be found under the

a2t Let made (o bring ihe bod- carcasses of the horse

irs of the an‘mals our.. This will
_not be done uuti! all the men are

And, that “some of the drivers would be found

os would be found under . the
s _of the L

under the carcasses of the horses.”

There are many curl-
ous incidents, one of which he told
was & 1600 pound horse on its dback

in a coal car.

Besides the men who are entombed in the mine there
are also 25 mules which were used in pulling the coal from
the workings to the tracks in the main tunnel. Only one of
these mules had been located up to noon Sunday.




CASTLE GATE MINE DISASTER

CASTLE GATE, Utah

MULES, HORSES, & MEN
DIED TOGETHER

The recovery teams left the mules’ and horses’ bodies where they died.
They used chemicals to dry out the flesh in order to make it easier to
remove them later.

ANIMAL CARCASSES TREATED WITH CHEMICALS

In addition to the 171 men, nineteen horses and
mules were killed underground. No attempt was made
to remove the putrid carcasses of these animals. When-
ever one was discovered, chloride of lime was sprinkled
over it and later, men in apparatus chopped open the
abdominal and chest cavities, placing .quick lime therein
as well as over the entire carcass. By the action of
this material through the absorption of body fluids,
such carcasses were reduced eventually to dry flesh,

skin and bone which could be removed later with little
difficulty.




TE MINE DISASTER

CANARIES

Since any canaries in the mine at the time of the explosion would have been killed,

rescue & recovery workers commandeered 20 local pet canaries and shipped in 30

more to detect dangerous gas levels.

Canary Birds

To Accompany
Rescue Crew as

Gas Indicator

Canary birds ars belng dratied b
these directing rescue work In th
Caatle Gate mine disaster with
view 1o minlmizing the losa of hu
man Hfe. - Eunday agents for 1.1
Utah Fuel compeny scoured thi
‘elty for the throaty littla songater
1 responze to urfent Appeals from
tho rescoers for four dozdn bird
Only forty-three canarles wWer
avallabla and these were dispatche
on_the morning train (oday.

Titrd 'steres of the oty were de
pleled of all stock blrds and appeal
were mode to ncquelntinees know
te possass g tressurdd  housshold
alnger.

Use of the canary In gas detec
tion was explained Ly officiala hera
today,

It {g mot that members of Lhe
reacue créws hokl even A canery's
itts as trivial, but {hess birds aro o
eanatrycted &% to afford real pro-
teetion of human lfe without nee
casarily fatal rosulis 1o themaelves
BIRDS SENSITIVE.

J"A rescuer equipped with gpan

entering underground
worklaga has'no way of determin-

E
of o eanary are such a mechanism.
1t is abaciutely necessary fo know
'whoro the gae 1s and to galn some
cmowledge .af 1t Intenalty before
rkings can bo freod of the
U

the resplratory orguna of o canary
new dnfinlielr mese mendltive VRAR
thtse of & bumin being’ Lach =x-
plaving rescoer advinces alons
fuanel with a BIfd caee fTa Kis hia

BIRDS GIVE UP LIVES TO AID
WOREERS

One of the deadly gases that forms
in a mine with an explosion 18 earbon
monoxide. It is a sure and quick-act-
ing poison. It is quite likely that
George Wilson was killed by gas.
Tasteless, orderless, it insinuates its
presence into a man’s lungs without
warning, and by its aetion on the

»d causes death. That the ‘‘fresh
might work with assur-
anee of safety a eanary bird is earried
into the mine. These little ereatures
are more sensitive to the deadly gas
than are the humans, and by their
fluttering give warning when it is
present before it would be detected by
the men. Quite a few of the birds were|
bronght into service from loeal homes,
while many more were shipped in for
this use.

About 16 out of 50 canaries died in the rescue and recovery
efforts.

One paper claimed the canaries “gave up” their lives to
rescue the workers. We still see similar doublespeak
regarding animals killed while “working” for human
benefit. It provides comfort to the humans, but certainly
not to the animals.

5 b::‘ tllt thenﬁnnrr
. n lmpessible
have had the bodles eut of
mine at. the pressnt time" he
clared. “In all cases the little birds
rd and by
rescue

approached

formed the advance
their distresz warn the
erews whenever thay

shambers filled with dead] A,




human victims.

MEMORIALS

Cast]e Gate Mine disaster: Difference between revisions

Revision as of 08:53, 17 February 2025 (edit)
Sér Amanitio di Micolas (talk | eontribs)
m (add {{Lise mdy datosidatesFobruary 2025})

(Tag: AWE)

Line 2:

The *'*Castle Gate mine disaster™’' cccurred on
March 8, 1524, in a [[ceal mine]) near the town of
[[Castle Gate, Utahl]l (eow dissamtled), located

pa! ely 9 miles ( ) of
[ISalt Lake City, Utsh|Salt Lake Cityll. ALL of the
171 men working in the mine were killed in the
series of three violent explosions. @ne worker, the
leader of the rescus crew, died froe [[carbon
monaxide]] inhalation while sttespting to reach the
victins shortly after the explosion.<ref name="Hope
Fading™={{cite news | title=Hopes for Miners Fading.
Head of Rescue Crew Killed by Gas in Tunnel |
publisker=0gden Standard Exasiner | date=March 8,
1924 | urlshttp://udn.1ib.utah.edu/ul ogdenll , 47506

| pages=1 | access—date=March B, 2818 | archive-
urlshttps://archive. today/20020716015327 /M Ltp:/fudn. |
1b.utah. edu/ut/ogdenll, 475068 | archive-date=2912-07-
16 | url-status=dead H</ref><ref>{{cite news |
titlesLast Body Has Been Recovered from Castle Gate
Disaster | publishersVernal Express | datesMarch 21,
1824 |

url=http: /fudn. Lib, utah . edu/cds/ref /eollection/vernal
2/1d/38841 | access-datesMarch B, 2018}}<frefs

As of March 8 2026, the disaster’s
Wikipedia page only mentioned the

I added the mules, horses, and canaries.

=Explosions==

+ The Herald's Extra

Latest revislon s of 05:58, 8 March 2026 (edit) (unde)
<AEDACTED: {tak | contribs)
m jAdd paragraph about mulas and birds kiked in the disastor and
roscue efforts)

Line 2:

The "*"Castle Gate mine disaster’'' occurred on
March 8, 1324, in a [lcoal mine]] mear the town of
[Icastle Gate, Utah]l] (now dismantled), located
approxisately 30 miles (148&nbsp:km) scutheast of
[1Salt Lake City, Utah|Salt Lake City]). ALL of the
171 men working in the mine were killed in the
series of three violent explosions. One worker, the
leader of the rescwe crew, died from [lcarken
monoxide] | dnbalation while attespting to resch the
wictims shortly after the explosion.<ref nases"Hope
Fading™>{{cite news | title=Hopes far Miners Fading.
Head of Rescue Crew Killed by Gas in Tusnel |
publisher=0gden Standsrd Exssimer | date=March 8,
1524 | urlshttp: //udn. Lib.utah.edu/u?/ogdenl], 47506
| pages=i | access—datesMarch &, 2816 | archive-
wrishttps://archive. today /0128716815327 /http: /fudn. |
ib. utsh. edu/ul/ogdenil, 475068 | archive-date=2812-07-
16 | wrl-status=dead }}</refs<ref>{{cite nes |
titleslast Body Has Been Recovered from Castle Gate
Disaster | publi rnal Express | h 21,
1924 |

wrl=http: ffuda. Lib.utah. edu/cdm/ ref feollect Lon/ve rnal
2F10/36841 | access-datesMarch 8, 2016})</ref=

At least 34 out of the mine's 2% mules died in the
explosion, along with an usknown number of horses
and canaries.<ref>{{cite news | titlesReprinted From
|| publisher=The Sundsy Hernld |
date=March 9, 1324 |

Wrl=hteps:/ wei, newspapers. con inage /AET406317/ T
terasemuleimatchel

| access=datesMarch 8, 2836})=/ref> Additienally,
rescuers comsandeered about 28 of the community’s
pet birds to use 88 poison gas level detectors
during the rescue and recovery efforts. They had an
additional 38 canaries shipped in owernight. About
16 canaries died im the process.<ref={{cite news |
title=Reprinted From The Herald's Extra |
publisher=The Sunday Herald | date=March 9, 1924 |
Wrlshteps:/ iwai. Newspapers. con image AET4RE31T/ T
terasemyleimatchel

* | occess-datesMareh B, 2006}}</ref>

==Explosions==



CASTLE GATE MINE DISASTER

July 2000 - Explodes
again, killing 2 men

‘I Just Wanted to Get Out’: Survivor Tells of Fatal Mine Blast

°

The Williow Creek
rmiine, which

[E =T — e —

The US Federal Bureau of Land Management took over the
Castle Gate/Willow Creek mine after the 2000 explosion.

Taxpayers are now responsible for the
costs of environmental management and

reclamation at the toxic site.

£ LOMING m

—

€y,

Cory Nielson
PRICE - Cory Gordon Nielson,
bom June 21, 1972 in Price, died Au-
gust 1, 2000 n Helper at the Willow
Creek Mine.
Cory loved fishing, hunting,
shooting his many guns, and most of

where he spent four and one balf
years and staried his carcer in min-
ing. He moved to Lawrence in March
2000 and he began working st the
Willow Creek Mine. Cory was loved
y everyone who met him, and he is
greatly missed and always will be.
At age 28 be left behind a loving
wife, Tricia Niclson; son, Jace Gor-

Jill Fillingim, one of

feid's Price cousins. hi

(
those thinking of taking work at

the Willow Creek Mine: Just
ni
“I don't even know w

even opened the mine back up,
she said. *There wias so much gas

inthe

Shane Stansfield
WELLINGTON/PRICE - Shane
D. Stansfield, age 29, passed away
‘Aug. 1, 2000 from injuries received
in & coal mining accident.
He was bom Oct. 11, 1970 in

Price, 1o Terry and Shirley Moosman

Stansfield. Married Micah Martin
il 8, 1995 in Price.
Graduate Carbon High School
class of 1988 and later attended
\E.LL Presenily employed at Wil-
low Creek Coal Mine. He enjoyed
hunting, fishing, golfing and running
field trials withehis German Shon-
rs. Member P.R.C.A
in life was

g

loved and cherished. He will




CASTLE GATE MINE
2025 - Still Burning

Castle Gate Mine No. 2 caught fire again in 2025.
Workers risked their lives sealing the vent with foam.

However, the fire still burns underground.

The Federal Office of Surface Mining
Reclamation and Enforcement plans to
investigate the site further in spring 2026.



APPENDIX

922 GOAL STRIK

Two years before the explosion, Castle Gate coal miners

went on strike during a nationwide coal strike organized by
the United Mine Workers union after failed contract re-
negotiations.

The nationwide coal
strike lasted from
Apr1 - Sep 11, 1922.

-

=8,
. 7}
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SITUATION 1IN UTAH

Certain Mines Idle Because

e S wore [N RE ROUGHT HOHE

PRICES OF DOMESTIC COAL IN
EABT GO SKYROCKETING AND
SUPPLY SHORT IN PLACES

Interstate Commerce Declares Na-
tional Emergency Now Exists Be-
cause of Railroad Coal Strike
Throughout the Nation

Railroad workers launched a
nationwide solidarity strike
to support the miners.

Conservative papers blamed the strikes on
“outside agitators.”


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Mine_Workers_of_America

CASTLE GATE MINE

1922 GOAL STH

Tensions between the company, its mine police, strikers, and
scabs resulted in a fatal shootout.

500 SHOTS: FIRED

“Chief Guard Dorrity was shot in
the leg beforé pulling his own gun.

“In all about 500 shots were fired.
Two of the strikers were wounded,
one of them seriously, the other
r:llghth

“Chief Guard Dorrlt\ horse was
shot five times and the saddle was
hit four tifmes.

The miners shot a company mine
guard’s horse in the melee.

The company and its mine guards accused the strikers of firing first.

The miners accused the coal guards and strikebreakers of firing first.

Papers used xenophobia to discredit
strikers. In addition to immigrant
miners, the industry imported
canaries.

roops'd to‘Ca.rbbn
-~ County Coal Strike Area

v ' 1 Law Declared Following Killing Of Mine|
Guard and Wounding of Superintendent
by Firing From Ambush.

.\IUH’I‘L\' FOREIGNERS.
“The strikers are mostly foreign-

ers and are well qupphod wlth arms
and ammunition.’

Utah Governor Charles R. Mabey
declared martial law and
deployed the National Guard.

tial Law, Declared Following Killing of 'Mine
Guard and Wounding of Superintendent

by Firing From Ambush.



CASTLE GATE MINE

On Sep 2, 1922, even
the scabs joined the
strike.

Strikebreakers
In Castle Gat‘e

hers asince the astrike, Aprf

out in turn on strike today becaus
of Adissstisfaction with wage propo-
suls ©of the aperalors. Ona hundred
and ten men went out. Only fifteen
remaln employed. Reporta from Ken.
filwarth and other campa indicate that
probably all cocal mines In Carbom
county will be affected.

The strike resulted from a mass
meeting last night when the new
wage scale, prepared by operators In
Balt lake Thursday, was discussed.
Tha new wmcale and bonuses
did not meet with satiafaction of the
men

The strikebregkers inaisted upon a
bonua of §1.88 a day from April 1,
and a wage acale that much above the
wuges which they have been mid.
The atrike wage scale has heen that
much under wages pald prior Lo the
strike, It s claimed.

GOAL MINERS IN

The same day, the national
United Mine Workers
agreed to end the strike

with a new contract re-
establishing the previous
contract’s terms.

The Castle Gate miners
demanded the same deal.



CASTLE GATE M]

1922 COAL STRIKE

The 1922 strike succeeded in maintaining wages.
However, it also maintained existing safety protocols.

These proved insufficient two years later when Castle
Gate Mine No. 2 exploded on Mar 8, 1922.




APPENDIX

In 1918, the state of Utah used prison laborers to
build the roads around the mine.

S —_—
Only 111 Prisoners
Left Befind Walls
0f the Penitentiary

EN more prisoners have
beer: sent out of the state
prisean to work on the

roads at Castle Gate, which is
ten miles from Price, Utah,

Thera are now seventy-aix con-
viets employed upon the state
roads, leaving 111 within the
prison walis,

“] do not believe in idlenesx
amoeng prisoners,” said Warden
George Storrs., *“Of course, in
sending out such a large body
of men wa cannot pick and
choosa among the convictx, but
those we do send are placed on
“their honor and are well
guarded.

“We zre gestiting ready far
the spring farm work, There
will be few men inside the
walls this summer. Everyone
will get his share of weork)”
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