
Seattle – November 11, 1910

Teamsters strike in defense

of horse colleagues!



Interspecies Exploitation

Interspecies Solidarity



“Teamsters of Seattle

Transfer Company

Walk Out, Demanding

Three Meals a Day for

the Horses They Drive

– Company Stands by

Two-Meal Plan”

Company claims it will prevent indigestion.



Seattle Transfer Company, between 1893 and 1906



Seattle Transfer Company

General Manager Richard

Reekie An Executive of the

King County Humane Society!



Four months before the strike, the King County Humane Society elected

Seattle Transfer Company General Manager Richard J. Reekie to be

Vice President of the organization.

Reekie and the Seattle Transfer Company helped sponsor the King County

Humane Society’s July 4th 1910 parade of working horses.

The King County Humane Society put on the parade in order to elevate

public compassion and care for horses.

More about the parade

in the appendix  below...

Reekie contributed $25; the

same amount as the Teamsters’

Union (approx. $850 in 2026).

Judge R. R. George &

May Krueger,

President & Secretary of the

King County Humane Society,

contributed as well ($15 & $10).

In order to prevent the parade from

becoming simply a means of wealthy

residents showing off their horses,

there was no entry fee for the parade.



Seattle Transfer Company, between 1893 and 1906



Seattle Transfer Company, circa 1904

Seattle Transfer Company – Horses & Cart, 1900

Seattle Transfer Company – Horses & Cart, 1908



The Seattle Transfer Company was one of

Seattle’s most prominent businesses.

A 1900 pamphlet aimed at stimulating business with East Asian

companies and investors highlighted the Seattle Transfer Company.



Day 2:

18 More Teamsters Strike!

King County Humane Society

Takes Up Case!

“Justice R. R. George, head of the

[King] County Humane Society, said

yesterday afternoon that he would

bring the matter before the State

Humane Society at its meeting in

Tacoma today. He also promised a

committee of teamsters that he

would investigate personally.

Miss May Krueger, agent of the

society, is also on the case.”



Day 2:

Striking Workers Fired!

Replaced With Scabs!



May Krueger named

Washington state

organizer. She

would go on to

establish multiple

new Humane

Society chapters in

Washington state,

as well as Bands of

Mercy to promote

humane principles

to children.

The King County Humane Society officers discussed the Teamsters’ strike at the

Washington State Humane Society’s Saturday Nov 12 meeting.

The state society declined to act for now.

The King County Humane Society got police officers deployed to the

Seattle Transfer Company’s Seattle barns.



“Cruel, inhumane, and

positively mean,” said

W. H. Hayes, one of the

most prominent

veterinarians in the city.



Monday, Nov 14, Day 4: Strike Over

Teamsters Agree To Return Under A 30 Day Experiment

15 Out Of 53 Strikers Remain Fired!

King County Humane Society says it will prosecute Seattle Transfer

Company officers if horses’ lunches still withheld on 12+ hour work days



T.C. Chisler, a teamster, said: “I hope that the

King County Humane Society will stand by the

teamsters and notify said manager to feed his

horses their noonday meal; or ask said

manager to cut his own lunch and get out as

early as the horse does and stay out as late.”

Friday, Nov 18: Seattle teamster writes in support of horses & teamsters



‘Irrespective of the merits of the

case, Miss Krueger, secretary of the

humane organization, lauded the

motives of the strikers. “It is one of

the most remarkable things of which

I ever heard,” she stated, “that these

men should be willing to forfeit their

jobs and probably endure hardship

because of their sympathy and

affection for the horses.”’
- Labor Digest, January 1911

The national magazine The Labor Digest reported
on the strike in its January 1911 edition.



During an unsuccessful ten month 1913 - 1914

Seattle Teamsters’ strike, company

representatives claimed that striking teamsters

mutilated their horses to disrupt business.

Teamsters’ Union representatives responded by

denying the accusation and referencing their

1910 strike on behalf of the horses’ lunches.

More about the 1913 - 1914 strike in the appendix below...

Seattle Union Record
Sat, Jan 31, 1914

The March 1914 International Brotherhood
of Teamsters’ official magazine reprinted
the 1914 Seattle Teamsters’ defense of
their care for their horses.



Appendices

About Seattle Transfer Company President

Richard J. Reekie & General Manager Edward C.

Neufelder

1903: Teamsters’ strike against Seattle Transfer

Company seven years before the 1910 horse

solidarity strike

June 1909: Edward C. Neufelder & Richard J.

Reekie’s Seattle Transfer Company & Peoples’

Savings Bank try to bribe Seattle City Council-

Member in ploy to sell dilapidated stable to city at

exorbitant rate.

Summer 1910: May Krueger of the King County

Humane Society organized a July 4th parade of

working horses in coordination with the

teamsters’ union

1913: Teamsters strike’ for Higher Wages,

Overtime Pay, & Ten-Hour Work Day

More about May Krueger of the King County (and

Washington state) Humane Society



About Seattle Transfer Company

President Richard J. Reekie &

General Manager Edward C. Neufelder



About Seattle Transfer Company
President Richard J. Reekie &

General Manager Edward C. Neufelder

Neufelder & Reekie owned & ran

the Seattle Transfer Company

& Peoples’ Savings Bank

They solicited banking business

from union members in the same

Seattle Union Record issue that

reported on the strike.



In addition to his role as General Manager of the Seattle

Transfer Company, Richard Reekie was Vice President and a

major shareholder of the People’s Bank of Seattle and Vice

President of the United Warehouse Company.

Reekie was also an officer of the King County Humane Society.

About RICHARD J. REEKIE

Reekie’s signature from

an 1896 invoice; he &

Neufelder held less

senior positions then.



Edward C. Neufelder was President of the Seattle Transfer Company, the

Peoples’ Savings Bank, Vice President of the Puget Sound National Bank,

and a major investor in the Schwabacher Brothers & Co. shipping & supply

company and the Seattle Steam Navigation & Transportation Company.

Neufelder was a leader on the Seattle Board of Trade.

Before moving to Seattle in 1888, Neufelder was United States Vice-

Consul to Canada in Vancouver Island, Canada.

Neufelder’s Peoples’ Savings Bank was

one of Seattle’s most prominent banks.

The 1900 pamphlet aimed at stimulating

business with East Asian companies and

investors highlighted Neufelder’s

Peoples’ Savings Bank in addition to the

Seattle Transfer Company.

About EDWARD C. NEUFELDER

Edward C. Neufelder

Pictured late 1909, after returning from
a year abroad in Paris and Europe.



1900 pamphlet



Edward C. Neufelder

Neufelder lived in Vancouver

Island, Canada, prior to

coming to Seattle. In Canada,

he was United States Vice-

Consul to Canada at

Vancouver Island, British

Columbia, Canada (in 1878)

and co-owned with fellow

mason Dixi Ross Neufelder

And Ross importers and

grocery store.



Edward C. Neufelder was a prominent Seattle Freemason

He owned the Seattle Masonic Temple.

He headquartered his Seattle Transfer Company and

Peoples’ Savings Bank in his Masonic building.



Edward C. Neufelder’s house on Seattle’s “Millionaire’s Row”

from 1920 until his death in 1923.

Listed for almost $6,000,000 in 2022.

Company President Edward C. Neufelder’s Seattle Mansion

This is the mansion of a man who pinched pennies starving his

horses, fired sympathetic employees, tried to bribe

City Council-Members, & hired goons to intimidate & assault  

striking Teamsters in 1914.



Edward C. Neufelder and his wife’s ashes stored

in a Seattle mausoleum

Company President Edward C. Neufelder’s Remains



Although he didn’t care about his horses’ well-being,
company President Edward C. Neufelder loved his dog Frisky

Edward C. Neufelder, dog-lover

British Empress Queen Victoria
(pictured) popularized pugs as an

aristocratic status symbol.

His pug Frisky got lost in 1890 and 1891

1890

1891



1903, Teamsters strike against

Seattle Transfer Company seven years before

the 1910 horse solidarity strike...



In fall 1903, teamsters employed by the

Seattle Transfer Company held a failed strike for better

wages, working hours, and recognition of their union.

Aug 28, 1903
Teamsters’ strike



Seattle Transfer Company President Edward C. Neufelder

and General Manager Richard J. Reekie represented the

company’s interests in the

1903 strike (+ 1910 and 1913 - 1914 strikes).

These men also ran the Peoples’ Savings Bank.



Seattle Transfer Company President Edward C. Neufelder

brought a box of cigars to one of the 1903 negotiating

sessions.

The union representatives declined to smoke the cigars,

since they were not made by union members.



Their union, the Western Central Labor Union,

mishandled the 1903 strike.

The union’s negotiating committee prematurely voted to

end the strike after the Seattle Transfer Company agreed

to re-hire 14 out of 30 strikers.

Sep 9, 1903
Teamsters reject their union

negotiating committee’s

compromise



Sep 11, 1903
Teamsters give up on the strike

The teamsters gave up two days later



1909, a year and a half before the 1910 horse solidarity strike...

Edward C. Neufelder & Richard J. Reekie’s

Seattle Transfer Company & Peoples’ Savings Bank

try to bribe Seattle City Council-Member in ploy to

sell dilapidated stable to city at exorbitant rate.



In 1909, a year and a half before the teamsters-horses

strike, a Seattle City Councilperson alleged that the

Seattle Transfer Company and Peoples’ Savings Bank

tried to bribe him to support the city purchasing the

companies’ dilapidated stable at an exorbitant rate.



A 1914 article mentions Lippman’s inexplicable wealth.

Harry E. Lippman discussed the Seattle Transfer

Company/Peoples’ Savings Bank’s 1909 bribe with

Councilperson A. J. Goddard.

In 1914, Lippman

represented the Team

Owners’ Association in

its negotiations with

striking teamsters.



1910, five months before the strike...

May Krueger of the King County Humane Society

organized a July 4th parade

of working horses in coordination

with the teamsters’ union



In June 1910, five months before the strike, May Krueger, Secretary

of the King County Humane Society, met with the Teamsters’ union

to discuss the upcoming July 4th workhorse parade. 

The King County Humane Society put on the parade.

The Teamsters’ union endorsed and committed to participating in

the workhorse parade two months earlier. The union predicted three

thousand teams of horses in the parade.

Did the Humane Society’s parade and Krueger’s union outreach

help encourage the teamsters’ compassion for their horses in

November 1910?



The Independence Day workhorses’ parade describes some individual horses.

These include “Old Jim,” around whose neck hung a sign saying “On the water

wagon 27 years.” He was one of the first horses in the fire department and was

hauling city water in 1910.

The 33 year-old horse Bay John was another early fire department horse. The park

service used Bay John at the time of the parade.

Finally, the 22-year-old horse Jeff was worked in the suburbs.

The article describes Jeff’s late friend the horse Geoff, who it’s claimed committed

suicide by jumping into the Puget Sound.

The article opines that “tomorrow every driver in the city will be a little kinder to

his horses, for the work horse finally got his dues today.”



R.J. Reekie contributed funding for the parade.

He served as judge for the Department Stores’ horses.



The Seattle Transfer Company entered 120 horses in the parade

May Krueger praised the Teamster’s Union for their support.



Seattle, July 4, 1910

Seattle Workhorse Parade

Winning team, 1910 Seattle Workhorse Parade



September 1910, two months before the

Teamsters’ horse solidarity strike...

May Krueger of the

King County Humane Society

goes to Washington, DC



Two months before the  Teamsters’ horse solidarity strike, King

County Humane Society Secretary  May Krueger was selected by

Washington Governor Marion Hay to represent the state at the

International Prison Congress and the

Congress of the Anti-Cruelty Society in Washington D.C.

As part of her trip, Krueger met with President Taft.



At the DC Conference, May Krueger noted the poor treatment of

the capital’s horses and recommended a working horse parade

to improve public sympathy and care for the horses (similar to

the parade she organized in Seattle on July 4, 1910.

Kansas City Star

Oct 14, 1910

Seattle, July 4 1910,

Workhorse Parade



Teamsters strike for Higher Wages,

Overtime Pay, & Ten-Hour Work Day

1913 - 1914, three years after the Teamsters’

horse solidarity strike...



1913 - 1914 Teamsters’ Strike

Draymen’s Association Agrees To Demands for Higher Wages,

Overtime Pay, & Ten-Hour Work Day

...however, the Employer’s Association umbrella organization

forces the Draymen’s Association to renege on the agreement.

Nov 22, 1913 Dec 20, 1913



The 1913 - 1914 strike was for better wages, working hours, and overtime

pay. After eleven months, the strikers agreed to arbitration by a

committee appointed by recently elected (formerly recalled) Seattle

Mayor Hiram Gill. The committee recommended the Teamsters return to

work and negotiate for their demands afterwards. The union accepted

the deal despite many workers calling for rejection.

During the strike, the companies hired armed goons who intimidated,

assaulted striking workers. They also planted bombs at Teamsters’

apartments to frame them for violent conspiracy.

The city hired 45 additional policemen under company pressure during

the strike. The city repeatedly arrested striking teamsters without cause

to harass them before their cases were thrown out.



In 1915, the Employers Association of Washington informed its members

that it was spying on teamsters and could report to the employers on the

men’s activities.

“This association is keeping in touch with all movements made, both in and out of the unions. We are in a

position to give you advice, as well as to acquaint you with the exact conditions surrounding the conduct of any

of the teamsters in the city. If you will give us the name of your teamster, we shall be glad to give you such

information as we have at hand.”

“The strength of the union when combatted amounts to nothing.”



International Brotherhood of Teamsters

1910 Teamsters’ logo
Horse Mascots:

Thunder & Lightning



Amidst the 1913 - 1914 Teamsters’ strike, the King County Humane

Society took up the case of a mule named Bess. 

A reporter, while covering a fatal mine disaster, discovered Bess had

been forced to work 24 hours per day for 4 months straight.

Look for my separate report on Bess’s case...
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	Seattle – November 11, 1910
	Interspecies Exploitation
	Interspecies Solidarity
	“Teamsters of Seattle Transfer Company Walk Out, Demanding Three Meals a Day for the Horses They Drive – Company Stands by Two-Meal Plan”
	Seattle Transfer Company, between 1893 and 1906
	Seattle Transfer Company, between 1893 and 1906
	Seattle Transfer Company – Horses & Cart, 1900
	Seattle Transfer Company, circa 1904
	Seattle Transfer Company – Horses & Cart, 1908
	The Seattle Transfer Company was one of Seattle’s most prominent businesses.
	A 1900 pamphlet aimed at stimulating business with East Asian companies and investors highlighted the Seattle Transfer Company.
	Day 2: 18 More Teamsters Strike!
	King County Humane Society Takes Up Case!
	Day 2: Striking Workers Fired! Replaced With Scabs!
	The King County Humane Society officers discussed the Teamsters’ strike at the Washington State Humane Society’s Saturday Nov 12 meeting.
	The state society declined to act for now.

	The King County Humane Society got police officers deployed to the Seattle Transfer Company’s Seattle barns.
	“Cruel, inhumane, and positively mean,” said W. H. Hayes, one of the most prominent veterinarians in the city.
	Monday, Nov 14, Day 4: Strike Over
	Teamsters Agree To Return Under A 30 Day Experiment
	15 Out Of 53 Strikers Remain Fired!
	King County Humane Society says it will prosecute Seattle Transfer Company officers if horses’ lunches still withheld on 12+ hour work days
	T.C. Chisler, a teamster, said: “I hope that the King County Humane Society will stand by the teamsters and notify said manager to feed his horses their noonday meal; or ask said manager to cut his own lunch and get out as early as the horse does and stay out as late.”
	The national magazine The Labor Digest reported on the strike in its January 1911 edition.
	‘Irrespective of the merits of the case, Miss Krueger, secretary of the humane organization, lauded the motives of the strikers. “It is one of the most remarkable things of which I ever heard,” she stated, “that these men should be willing to forfeit their jobs and probably endure hardship because of their sympathy and affection for the horses.”’ - Labor Digest, January 1911
	Appendices
	About Seattle Transfer Company President Richard J. Reekie & General Manager Edward C. Neufelder
	About RICHARD J. REEKIE

	In addition to his role as General Manager of the Seattle Transfer Company, Richard Reekie was Vice President and a major shareholder of the People’s Bank of Seattle and Vice President of the United Warehouse Company.
	Reekie was also an officer of the King County Humane Society.
	About EDWARD C. NEUFELDER
	Edward C. Neufelder was President of the Seattle Transfer Company, the Peoples’ Savings Bank, Vice President of the Puget Sound National Bank, and a major investor in the Schwabacher Brothers & Co. shipping & supply company and the Seattle Steam Navigation & Transportation Company.
	Neufelder was a leader on the Seattle Board of Trade.
	Before moving to Seattle in 1888, Neufelder was United States Vice-Consul to Canada in Vancouver Island, Canada.

	Edward C. Neufelder
	Pictured late 1909, after returning from a year abroad in Paris and Europe.

	1900 pamphlet
	Edward C. Neufelder
	Edward C. Neufelder was a prominent Seattle Freemason He owned the Seattle Masonic Temple.
	He headquartered his Seattle Transfer Company and Peoples’ Savings Bank in his Masonic building.
	Company President Edward C. Neufelder’s Seattle Mansion

	This is the mansion of a man who pinched pennies starving his horses, fired sympathetic employees, tried to bribe City Council-Members, & hired goons to intimidate & assault  striking Teamsters in 1914.
	Edward C. Neufelder’s house on Seattle’s “Millionaire’s Row” from 1920 until his death in 1923.

	Edward C. Neufelder and his wife’s ashes stored in a Seattle mausoleum
	1903, Teamsters strike against Seattle Transfer Company seven years before the 1910 horse solidarity strike...
	In fall 1903, teamsters employed by the Seattle Transfer Company held a failed strike for better wages, working hours, and recognition of their union.
	Seattle Transfer Company President Edward C. Neufelder and General Manager Richard J. Reekie represented the company’s interests in the 1903 strike (+ 1910 and 1913 - 1914 strikes).
	These men also ran the Peoples’ Savings Bank.
	Seattle Transfer Company President Edward C. Neufelder brought a box of cigars to one of the 1903 negotiating sessions.
	The union representatives declined to smoke the cigars, since they were not made by union members.
	Their union, the Western Central Labor Union, mishandled the 1903 strike.
	The union’s negotiating committee prematurely voted to end the strike after the Seattle Transfer Company agreed to re-hire 14 out of 30 strikers.
	The teamsters gave up two days later
	Edward C. Neufelder & Richard J. Reekie’s Seattle Transfer Company & Peoples’ Savings Bank try to bribe Seattle City Council-Member in ploy to sell dilapidated stable to city at exorbitant rate.
	In 1909, a year and a half before the teamsters-horses strike, a Seattle City Councilperson alleged that the Seattle Transfer Company and Peoples’ Savings Bank tried to bribe him to support the city purchasing the companies’ dilapidated stable at an exorbitant rate.
	Harry E. Lippman discussed the Seattle Transfer Company/Peoples’ Savings Bank’s 1909 bribe with Councilperson A. J. Goddard.
	In 1914, Lippman represented the Team Owners’ Association in its negotiations with striking teamsters.
	A 1914 article mentions Lippman’s inexplicable wealth.
	1910, five months before the strike...
	May Krueger of the King County Humane Society organized a July 4th parade of working horses in coordination with the teamsters’ union
	In June 1910, five months before the strike, May Krueger, Secretary of the King County Humane Society, met with the Teamsters’ union to discuss the upcoming July 4th workhorse parade.
	The King County Humane Society put on the parade.
	The Teamsters’ union endorsed and committed to participating in the workhorse parade two months earlier. The union predicted three thousand teams of horses in the parade.
	Did the Humane Society’s parade and Krueger’s union outreach help encourage the teamsters’ compassion for their horses in November 1910?
	The Independence Day workhorses’ parade describes some individual horses. These include “Old Jim,” around whose neck hung a sign saying “On the water wagon 27 years.” He was one of the first horses in the fire department and was hauling city water in 1910.
	The 33 year-old horse Bay John was another early fire department horse. The park service used Bay John at the time of the parade.
	Finally, the 22-year-old horse Jeff was worked in the suburbs.
	The article describes Jeff’s late friend the horse Geoff, who it’s claimed committed suicide by jumping into the Puget Sound.
	The article opines that “tomorrow every driver in the city will be a little kinder to his horses, for the work horse finally got his dues today.”
	R.J. Reekie contributed funding for the parade.
	He served as judge for the Department Stores’ horses.
	The Seattle Transfer Company entered 120 horses in the parade
	May Krueger praised the Teamster’s Union for their support.
	Seattle, July 4, 1910 Seattle Workhorse Parade
	Winning team, 1910 Seattle Workhorse Parade
	May Krueger of the King County Humane Society goes to Washington, DC
	Two months before the  Teamsters’ horse solidarity strike, King County Humane Society Secretary  May Krueger was selected by Washington Governor Marion Hay to represent the state at the International Prison Congress and the Congress of the Anti-Cruelty Society in Washington D.C.
	As part of her trip, Krueger met with President Taft.
	At the DC Conference, May Krueger noted the poor treatment of the capital’s horses and recommended a working horse parade to improve public sympathy and care for the horses (similar to the parade she organized in Seattle on July 4, 1910.
	Teamsters strike for Higher Wages, Overtime Pay, & Ten-Hour Work Day
	1913 - 1914 Teamsters’ Strike Draymen’s Association Agrees To Demands for Higher Wages, Overtime Pay, & Ten-Hour Work Day
	...however, the Employer’s Association umbrella organization forces the Draymen’s Association to renege on the agreement.
	Nov 22, 1913
	Dec 20, 1913
	The 1913 - 1914 strike was for better wages, working hours, and overtime pay. After eleven months, the strikers agreed to arbitration by a committee appointed by recently elected (formerly recalled) Seattle Mayor Hiram Gill. The committee recommended the Teamsters return to work and negotiate for their demands afterwards. The union accepted the deal despite many workers calling for rejection.
	During the strike, the companies hired armed goons who intimidated, assaulted striking workers. They also planted bombs at Teamsters’ apartments to frame them for violent conspiracy.
	The city hired 45 additional policemen under company pressure during the strike. The city repeatedly arrested striking teamsters without cause to harass them before their cases were thrown out.
	In 1915, the Employers Association of Washington informed its members that it was spying on teamsters and could report to the employers on the men’s activities.
	1910 Teamsters’ logo Horse Mascots: Thunder & Lightning
	Amidst the 1913 - 1914 Teamsters’ strike, the King County Humane Society took up the case of a mule named Bess.
	A reporter, while covering a fatal mine disaster, discovered Bess had been forced to work 24 hours per day for 4 months straight.
	Look for my separate report on Bess’s case...
	Ronald Magden, Ronald Magden papers, approximately 1874-2015 (Tacoma, WA), University of Washington Libraries, Special Collections, Series 12: Teamsters Records. https://archiveswest.orbiscascade.org/ark:80444/xv25738.
	Alfred D. Bowen, Seattle and the Orient (Seattle, WA), edited and compiled by Alfred D. Bowen, Times Print Co., 1900. https://hdl.handle.net/2027/loc.ark:/13960/t4mk6p91d.
	Marion Lowe, “May Krueger Will Tell Taft How Humane Seattle Is to Its Horses,” The Seattle Star (Seattle, WA), September 9, 1910. https://www.newspapers.com/image/221430302/.
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